Luminal epithelial antigen (LEA.135) expression in adenocarcinoma of the colon.
Luminal Epithelial Antigen (LEA.135) is a cell surface glycoprotein, whose expression has been shown to have prognostic significance in breast carcinoma and transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder, but has not been previously evaluated in adenocarcinoma of the colon. This study examines LEA.135 expression in 134 archival cases of colon adenocarcinoma obtained from Wellington Hospital Pathology Department between 1985 and 1990 inclusive. The findings were compared with tumor grade, stage and survival, to determine whether LEA.135 could serve as a useful indicator of the progression of colonic adenocarcinoma. Analysis of results showed that LEA.135 expression was not related to depth of invasion (p = 0.097), grade (p = 0.14) or clinical outcome (p = 0.27). Both luminal and cytoplasmic labelling of LEA.135 was seen in tumor cells however there was no association between LEA.135 distribution and either tumor grade or patient survival. The results suggest that the expression of LEA.135 does not provide a useful indication of clinical progression or outcome in patients with colonic adenocarcinoma.